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absence of affectation. Affectation may be defined, the
effort to appear what one is not, when the motive
or the occasion is not such as either to excuse the*
attempt, or to stamp ifc with the more odious name of
hypocrisy. It must be added that the deception is
often attempted to be practised on the deceiver him-
self as well as on others; he imitates the external
signs of qualities which he would like to have, in
hopes to persuade himself that he has them. Whether
in the form of deception or of self-deception, or of
something hovering between the two, affectation is
very rightly accounted a reproach, and naturalness,
understood as the reverse of affectation, a merit. But
a more proper term by which to express this estimable
quality would be sincerity; a term which has-fallen
from its original elevated meaning, and popularly de-
notes only a subordinate branch of the cardinal virtue
it once designated as a whole.

Sometimes also, in cases where the term affectation
would be inappropriate, since the conduct or demeanour
spoken of is really praiseworthy, people say in dis-
paragement of the person concerned, that such conduct
or demeanour is not natural to him; and make uncom-
plimentary comparisons between him and some other
person, to whom it is natural: meaning that what in
the one seemed excellent was the effect of temporary
excitement, or of a great victory over himself, while
in the other it is the result to be expected from the